Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/14 : CIA-RDP92-00053R000300430059-1

12 Pebruary 1975
MEMORANIXM FOR: Chiefr, FC8
Subject: Comment on FBIS-EBC Sourceline Coordination

1. m-pmtorcwuatthcﬂmm FB18
of the o)
Working Group s gratifying. I hope that tiis vulizmimn e

2.
prtneiph:?m policy om sourcelines has been governed by three basic

a. BSourcelines explicitly or implicitly should tell the
reader vhat organization is responsible for
the che pry broedeasting or otherwise

b. Bowrcelines should ineclude that information wh
1iech
mdodtomhmmdmtndugdtheitmhythomdu; e

c. Bimilar transmissi 1
Lines having " on s t\.ntiou should be indicated by

3. EBC's sourceline practi seens somevhet exrrat exsmp
one issue (ME/4TT2) of SMB ltu'& vith the following: tee por e

"Voi othh-t“"

ce ine" (Baghdad
Ondurmen home serviece )
Israsl in English for sbroad
Tunis howe service in Arsbic
Beirut homs service
Baghdad home service
Awman home service

Aden home service

ARNA

Damascus home service
Isreel home service
mmm see
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12 February 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, FCS
Sub ject: Comment on FBIS-RBC Sourceline Coordination

1. The spirit of compromise st the firsgt meeting of the FBIS-BRC
Working Group ie gratifying. I hope that t:is will continue.

2. FBIS policy on sourcelines has been governed by three basgic
principles:

a. Sourcelines explicitly or implicitly should tell the
reader what orgenization is responsible for broadcasting or otherwise
bropagating the monitaored material;

b. Sourcelines should include that information vhich 1is
needed to enhance understanding of the iten by the reader;

C. Similar trensmissiom situetions should be indicated by
sourcelines having parallel structures.

3. BBC's sourceline practice seems somewhat erratic. For example,
one issue (ME/WTT2) of SWB started with the following:

Riyad home service
"Voice of Palestine" (Baghdad)
Omdurmen home service
Israel in English for abroad
Tunis home service in Arabic
Beirut home service

Baghdad home gervice

Ammen home sgervice

Aden home service

ARNA

Deamascus home service
Igrael home service

TAP in French ...

can
4. Before we evaluste meaningfully the effect of the changes pro-

posed in LD127, ye w111 have to know how BBC proposes to deal with such
fundamental matters as the inclusion of the point of origin.

(o
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5« Regarding the specific proposals mentioned in LD127, BBC's
concurrence in the use of "Domestic Service" is welcome but not much
of a concession. Most Americans R0 not sttach the -ome connotations
to "Home Service" that Britons do (as in "Home off: ~2") and "Domestic!
Service" geems to be a better vehicle for conveying the vanted neaning.

5. At present » FBIS uses the expression "International Service"
(or "Overseas Service", "General Overseag Service," "World Service 7
cr "Externsl Service," depending on the actusl announcements of the
broadcastsers) in the following situstions:

a. VYhen no target is announeed,
b. Vhen the announced target is vague or unrealistic,

¢. Vhen the broadcaster snnounces several targets, the
cnumeration of which would make the sourceline too
lengthy,

d. VWhen a broadcaster repeats the same materisl for e
number of targets, any of which may be gelected for
nonitoring.

T- I see no particular advantage in standardizing on "Ixternal
Service," when it must be applied to a brosdcast amounced as "Radio
Australis, the Qverseas Service of the Australisn Broadcasting Com-
mission," for example.

8. The statement that: "BBC accepts our format for oversgeass casts
almed st a specified target, example; Peking in English to Africe" im-
plies that we would always use such a format when a specific target is
announced. As indicated in paeragraph 6 sbove, this is not always de-~
sirsble.
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